
Then consider what you 
are going to do in terms of 
prayer, Scripture reading, 
acts of penance and fasting. 
Getting to know Jesus 
through reading his Gos-
pels along with prayer, and 
really fasting from some-
thing which you miss is 
important to keeping a 
good Lent, a time which 
helps you to grow in grace. 
We will be having a week-
ly retiring collection for a 
charity as a place for you to 
give Lenten alms. But may-
be think about the people 
you need to be reconciled 
with too. 

Confession is going to be a 
real focus for us in Lent 
too. I will be inviting eve-
ryone on the First Sunday 
of Lent to accept a booklet 
to help you prepare for the 
Sacrament. But more on 
that nearer the time! 

Although this year we have 
a longer period of time 
between Christmas and 
Easter, Lent is approaching 
rapidly. Only 10 days to go 
before we begin this great 
time of spiritual renewal 
once again. Today we are 
handing out the Walk with 
Me booklets and calendars. 
This should provide us 
with a good reminder to 
get ready for Lent.  

How can we get ready for 
Lent? One thing we can do 
is to set ourselves a plan 
for Lent. If you go on your 
holidays or decide to have 
a family party, you get 

ready well in advance. If 
you left it till the last mi-
nute, it may never happen. 
Lent will certainly happen, 
but will you be on board 
with it?  

The first thing is to make 
sure Ash Wednesday is in 
your diary, on your calen-
dar or at least in your 
mind. It’s on 1st March 
this year—so it’s easy to 
remember. There will be 
four opportunities to re-
ceive ashes in our parishes: 
9.30am at St Joseph’s; 
11am at English Martyrs’; 
2.15pm at St John’s or 
6.30pm at St Patrick’s. 
Don’t forget that it’s a day 
of fasting (for adults under 
60) and a day of absti-
nence. That’s the not eat-
ing meat part—and you 
don’t get out of that be-
cause of age. It’s for every-
one 14+. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Francisco Marto 

1908-1919 
Francisco was one of the 
three visionaries at Fatima, 
together with his sister 
Jacinta, and their older 
friend Lucia. Francisco was 
a very placid boy, and gift-
ed musically. During the 
apparitions of 1917, Fran-
cisco was unable to hear 
Our Lady speak, and had 
to rely on the two girls to 

let him know what was 
said. After the first appari-
tion, Lucia told him that 
Our Lady had said that if 
he said many rosaries he 
would go to heaven. His 
response was to become 
very prayerful and accept-
ed small sacrifices. He fell 
foul of the flu epidemic in 
1919, and received his 
First Holy Communion on 
his deathbed. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am  
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 18th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Gertrude Phoenix 

Sunday 19th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Timothy Child 

Seventh Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Paul Crompton 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Sr Bridget 

Monday 20th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria  6.00pm   Novena Mass Dora, Thomas & Dennis Walsh 

Tuesday 21st 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass Timothy Child 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

 1.00pm    Funeral Service Gladys Bromley RIP 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention (BMcG) 

Wednesday 22nd   12noon  Holy Mass Anne & Ted Hardy 

Chair of St Peter       

Thursday 23rd 6.00pm    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Polycarp       

Friday 24th   9.15am  Holy Mass Pat Stokes 

Feria 11.30am    Requiem Mass Joan Brenkley RIP 

Saturday 25th  9.00am   ALPHA  

Our Lady 10.30am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Simon Doherty & Maughan Family 

Sunday 26th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Karol Grolik, George & Barbara 
Connell 

Eighth Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Arthur & Sarah Holmes 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for 

these intentions: 
English Martyrs: First anniversary of 
Biddulph SVP Conference 
St John’s: Sheila Baron; Mary Welsh & 
Family; Janet Convey 
St Joseph’s: Terry Chappell & Chappell 
Family 
The lamps at all of our churches are available 
to be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian .  

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Joan Brenkley. The Requiem 
Mass for the repose of her soul will 
be celebrated on Friday 24th Febru-
ary at 11.30am at English Martyrs’ 
Church followed by Burial in Bid-
dulph Town Cemetery. 

And also for Gladys Bromley. The 
funeral service to pray for the repose 

of her soul will take place on Tuesday 
21st February at 1pm at English Mar-
tyrs’ Church followed by cremation 
at Bradwell. 

And also for Nathan Griffiths. The 
funeral service to pray for the repose 
of his soul will take place on Thurs-
day 2nd March at 12noon at St John’s 
Church followed by burial in Audley 
Cemetery. 

Requiescant in pace 
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PASTORAL 
Walk With Me The booklets and 
calendars for Lent are available from 
today. Please take a booklet for your-
self and a calendar for your family, 
and for any children you know.  

Service at Maple Tree Court  We 
will be holding a short service for the 
residents of Maple Tree Court Care 
Home, Gloucester Road, Kidsgrove 
on Tuesday 21st February at 
10.30am. This will be a regular 
monthly service and will alternate 
with Ravenswood Care Home, 
Kidsgrove. Any parishioners who feel 
called to come and share the joy of 
faith are most welcome to be part of 
this ministry. 

Holy Week Choir We need sing-
ers! Please come and join our Holy 
Week choir to make our celebrations 
of the Lord’s passion and resurrec-
tion more solemn. The first rehearsal 
is at St Joseph’s  on Tuesday 7th 
March at 7.30pm. 

Meeting for Church readers 
There will be a meeting for all who 
currently read and those who would 
like to read in Church at Mass on 
Wednesday 22nd March at St Jo-
seph’s at 7.00pm. Would all readers 
please ensure that they come to this 
meeting please? 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
The plan has changed. We do not 
have enough pilgrims to go by train, 
because we needed a certain number 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available at St Joseph’s 
presbytery on Monday evenings from 
7pm to 8pm for enquiries regarding 
baptisms, weddings or any other 
matter. No need to book an appoint-
ment.  

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

RENOVATION 
Alpha up and running 

Once again this week 
we had a full room for 
Alpha, and the session 
provoked wonderful 
discussion. Our next 

meeting is at the same time at the 
same place: 9am at St Joseph’s, fin-
ishing at 10.45am. Our Alpha team 
will be meeting again on Friday at 
7pm to prepare the next session. Our 
team need to start preparing the full 
Alpha day, which will be on Saturday 

18th March. So would team mem-
bers please ensure they come to the 
normal Friday evening session on 
Friday 3rd March and stay behind 
after the Alpha morning session on 
Saturday 4th March for training. We 
ask everyone to continue to pray for 
the team and for all who are coming 
to Alpha. Keep this intention in your 
prayers this week and throughout the 
course. 

The next step 

Once you’ve done Alpha, what hap-
pens next? Some people may feel 
they’ve done enough for the mo-

ment, but others will want to contin-
ue the experience of meeting with 
others, and pursue the themes in 
more depth. So we’ll be inviting peo-
ple to join ‘disciple groups’ which 
will meet as participants wish, and 
follow a bible study. This will be a 
very exciting development, so watch 
this space for more details. 

Welcome Ministry 

Fr Julian will be having a meeting 
next week with some people who 
have set up welcome ministry else-
where, and looks forward to inviting 
you to join this exciting work soon! 

in order to make the coach transfers 
economical. So we are now planning 
to take a smaller group, with every-
one booking through the Diocese. 
We will be staying at the Stella Matu-
tina Hotel, where our groups have 
stayed previously. You have a choice 
of going by coach or by air. By coach, 
leaving from Stoke-on-Trent, the 
price is £473 (sharing) or £613 
(single room). By air, from Birming-
ham airport, it is £790 (sharing) or 
£958 (single room). For booking 
forms, please call Teresa in the parish 
office. We will send forms and de-
posits off together.  

First Communion Family Meet-
ing The next meeting for parents and 
children involved in our First Com-
munion programme will be on 
Thursday 2nd March at 6.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Academy. There will only 
be one session each month this year. 
All children and parents are expected 
to come to each of these sessions. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi From Saturday 21st  to Friday 
27th October we are offering a pil-
grimage to Rome and Assisi. Flying 
from Manchester to Rome, we will 
stay at the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome 
for 4 nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole 
in Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes 
the Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room is £150. Half board ba-
sis. For bookings or enquiries please 
contact the parish office. 

Lunch Club You are invited to the 
Lunch Club every Friday at Congle-
ton Rd Community Centre, Butt 
Lane, from 11am to 1.30pm. The 
cost is £4.50 and includes a light 3 
course lunch with games and activi-
ties. A chance to meet people and 
make new friends. For more infor-
mation call Matt on 07587 034299. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 22nd Feb-
ruary at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 
2pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for just 
a £2. If you need transport please 
contact Matt Ford on 07587034299. 
New members are always welcome; 
if you know of anyone who might 
benefit, please suggest coming along 
to them. 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are going to take a young people’s 
group to Rome next February half 
term. It is for secondary age and sixth 
form (currently Years 6 to 12). 
Please let Fr Julian know if you know 
someone who would like to go on 
this pilgrimage.   



Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, I trust in your mer-
ciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salva-
tion. I will sing to the Lord who has been 
bountiful with me. 
Response to the Psalm: The Lord is compassion 
and love. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] If any-
one loves me he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we shall come to 
him. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 
Acclamation:  When we eat... 
Communion Antiphon: I will recount all your 
wonders, I will rejoice in you and be glad, and 
sing psalms to your name, I Most High. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Seventh Sunday of the Year (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 712          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£385.10, Non-Gift Aid £186.43, 
Total £571.53.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £212.20, Non-
Gift Aid £193.93, Total £406.13. 
Pro-Life £63.43. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £208.77, Non-
Gift Aid £136.88, Total £345.65. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 5:38-48 

We are called to the holiness of God. That is the extraordinary 
claim made in both the First Reading and Gospel this Sunday. Yet 
how is it possible that we can be perfect as our Father in heaven is 
perfect? As God does, we must love without limit—with a love that 
does not distinguish between friend and foe, overcoming evil with 
good. Jesus himself, in his Passion and death, gave us the perfect 
example of the love that we are called to. He offered no resistance 
to the evil—even though he could have commanded twelve legions 
of angels to fight alongside him. He offered his face to be struck and 
spit upon. He allowed his garments to be stripped from him. He 
marched as his enemies compelled him to the Place of the Skull. On 
the cross he prayed for those who persecuted him. In all this he 
showed himself to be the perfect Son of God. By his grace, and 
through our imitation of him, he promises that we too can become 
children of our heavenly Father͘ 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
There will be two evenings reflecting 
on the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
led by Fr Rob Taylerson. The first 
will be on Friday 3rd March followed 
by Friday 10th March. They will take 
place at St Teresa’s, Trent Vale start-
ing with Adoration at 7pm followed 
by a talk from Fr Rob based on his 
new CTS pamphlet ‘Confession’. 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
The days of prayer in the parishes of 
North Staffs for February & March 
are: 26th February St John’s, Ches-
terton, Mass at 9.30am, Adoration 
until Mass at 5pm; 3rd March, St 
George and St Martin, Birches Head. 

No.177 J Grandfield; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.94 S Woodward; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.152 W Peacock. Numbers are 
always available to new members.  

Cake Stall There will be a cake stall 
at St Patrick’s this Sunday and Gold-
enhill UCM will be having a cake stall 
at St Joseph’s after Mass next Sunday. 
The money raised will go towards the  
Youth Rome Pilgrimage Fund. 
Thanks for your generous support! 

APF Red Boxes Biddulph and Pack-
moor red box holders—please bring 

Fr Peter Blundell Fr Peter, former 
Parish Priest of St John’s, will be 
having a leaving/retirement celebra-
tion at St Hubert's, Warley on Sun-
day 5th March. There will be Mass at 
10:00am followed by tea/coffee af-
terwards. All are welcome, especially 
from Kidsgrove Parish, where he was 
Parish Priest from 1986 to 1988.  

Vocations Mass You are invited to 
come and pray for more vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life. The 
North Staffs Deanery Mass is on 7th 
March at Our Lady of Perpetual Suc-
cour, Fenton at 7.00pm. The preach-
er is Fr Craig Szmidt, originally from 
Wolstanton parish, and currently 
Parish Priest of Quinton in the West 
Midlands. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

March for Life The third annual 
UK March for Life, to demonstrate 
our love of life and desire to defend 
the unborn, disabled, sick and elder-
ly, is on Saturday 20th May in Bir-
mingham. We will be planning to 
take a group from the parish for the 
March. Please keep the day free! 

your box in to be counted. 

Biddulph 125 Club The 125 Club 
subs are now due. You can pay £51 
for the year, £26 for half a year or 
£13 a quarter. Put cash or cheque in 
an envelope marked ‘125 Club-FAO 
Mary Jervis’ and give to either Glo-
ria, Roy, Paula, Teresa, Vincent or 
Sheila. Cheques need to be made 
payable to ‘English Martyrs’ Church, 
Biddulph’. Many thanks for your con-
tinued support. Money raised to date 
is £51,500. 


